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A journey of improving the 
sexual health of thousands 
of Colorado teens

Shannon Sainer, MSW

Colorado Youth Matter

Raising the Bar – October 20, 2011, 3:30pm

DENVER’S SUCCESS  
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Describe one county that has succeeded in 
improving adolescent sexual health

Identify collaboration models that 
contribute to the success in improving 
adolescent sexual health. 

OBJECTIVES
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Introductions

Denver’s success defined

The Journey – Panel Presentation

Question & Answer

Feedback & Closing

AGENDA
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That’s 
Me!INTRODUCTIONS
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Denver 
SuccessDEFINED
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TRENDS IN TEEN BIRTH RATES 
(AGES 15-19) 1991, 2005, & 2010
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TRENDS IN TEEN BIRTH RATES 
(AGES 15-19) 2005-2010
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Year Denver Colorado

Percent (%) 
of Colorado 
teen births to 
Denver teens

1991 1,352 6,262 21.6%

2010 859 5,422 15.8%

1991-2010 -493 -840 58.7%

CHANGE IN NUMBER OF TEEN 
BIRTHS (AGES 15-19) 1991-2010
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2003-
2005 

Colorado & Denver declines in 
birth rate stalls

2006 
US birth 

rate 
increase

Integrative services and collaborative 
discussions begin in earnest

2007 New policies 
& politicians

Innovative services/ 
collaborations begin

2008 Recession 
begins

Funding increases to expand 
and add services

2009 New collaborations, 
new standards

2010 Denver birth rate and # reach 
historic low

Federal 
Funding 
Awarded

COINCIDENTALLY…
WHILE OTHER THINGS WERE 

HAPPENING…
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TRENDS IN TEEN BIRTH RATES 
(AGES 15-19) 2005-2010
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THEREFORE…

$$$

Communication 
& Shared Goal

Collaboration & 
complimenting services

$$$
Expanded 

Coordinated & 
Collaborative 

Services

Culture of 
Collaboration

Success
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Our work is not done: 

Services, collaboration and funding are still 
needed:  
over 850 babies are born to Denver teens each 

year

over 6000 babies born statewide to teens

Thousands of STIs are diagnosed and go 
undiagnosed and untreated each year
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HOWEVER…

Colorado Department of Public Health & 
Environment (CDPHE) – for your support and data!

Panel Presenters: Alison (PPRM), Jade (DPS), Judy 
(DPH), Kari (DSBHC), Lupe (COLOR) 

Our partner and allied organizations

All funders 

You – for your hard work, commitment and support!

 Questions?  My contact info is 
ssainer@coloradoyouthmatter.org
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THANK YOU!


